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President Kennedy’s con-
tention that he was not in-
formed during the 1960 cam-
.paign that ‘the Eisenhower
administration was sponsor-
ing training of Cubans for a

- poss ‘ -
empt fo overthrow Castro
is onme of the most astonish-

ing annourcements ‘0" conie ~

from the White HousE*tnder.
any Presidéiit in many yéars.

The “President contends
that he was not told of the
training of "Cubans in the

. U.S. until after he was elect-
ed. He carried out the in-
vasion under his own plan-
ning after Becoming Presi-

dent — in~a manner ~that

failed.
Mr, Kennedys comtention
'was mage puplic by his Chief
_Press S’g Tetary, rierre Sal-
inger, P Tespottye to state-
ments ‘in “Richard Nixon’s
currently Pubhshed book,
Siz Crises.”
The Nixon book says that
Mr. Kennedy was iriformed
during the 1960 campaign of
the training' of Cubans in
. Florida ang Loufsiang for in-
vasion, having been briefed
on it under orders of Presi-
dent Elsenhower as were
Mr. Nixon, Lyndon Johnson
. and Henry Cahot Lodge.

A e

Throughout the campaign,

. Mr. Kennedy constantly at-
tacked ,the Eisenhower ad-

Mr. Kennedy an’ fhe Cuba Brleflng

&

DAVID LA WRENCF

U.S,Paymg for Change
Of Administrations

WASHINGTON, April 26—Maybe
)ts time to urge the petly politi-
eians to lay off each other and rec-
ag.mze ‘the seriousness of the
Cuban situation. For it's serious in
more respects than one.
It’s not important to Jook back
§ just to assess blame, political or
otherwise. It is more important to
Jearn from the past and then' go
ahead decisively.

To understand what’s been going |

on here, it is necessary to say that
President Eisenhower and his ad-
visers felt more than a year ago
that: it was ‘desirable to encourage
the Cuban exiles who wanted to
‘Piberate ‘their homeland. Vice
President Nixon and others par-
ticipated in those discussions.
Some peopl¢ in the State Depart-
ment dragged their fect 'and kept
urging all the reasons why no help
should be given. Division -of opin-
jon was responsible for many
months of delay. Meanwhile, the
Communists Jmensmed their help
"' o Castro.
‘Whep the presidential campaigit
got_tnder way )t Decd
{ sarv for President Lijsephower {o
fake Sepator Kenned g hls eon-
nm-mmm was tak-
ng place 35 10 dissent b
i m.m:mn an_gager “to
{ind out what was being develgped
o _hasten the exit of Fidel Castro
ront the scene.. :
Discussion of dangers and pit-
ffalls became prolonged at various
levels of government here and
caused  Vice Presidént Nixon, for
instance, fo become -impatient’ as
that the plan be carried
Lly. But it proved to be

f he urge
‘l'ﬁl‘

e_peces-.

{what did happen. For obviously

the ire of Senate Republican Lead-
er Dirksen, and ofhers. Mr, Udall
was asked if the American people
today support “'this kind of Amer-
ican involvement in an attack on
Castro.” The secretary rep]xed-

“Well, I don’t think there is any,
doubt but that they do. The fas-
cinating thing ahott this particular
business is that here was a. pla
conceived by one administration—
this, from all 1 can find out, began
over a year +ago and President
Eisenhower directed it. And here
the actual plan was carried out
under 2 successor administration.
1 certainly think the attitude of the
former president, of Mr. Nixon,
and of these other people is in-
dicative of the fact that we do
stand together as a people . and
that whether what we did was
right or wrong, that there is na-
txonal unity on “questions like
these.
. Perhaps Mr. Udall was {rying
to bolster national unity,- but his
of[-the-cuff remarks came to be
construed as critical of the preced-
ing administration. He expressed
regret anerward that this had hap-
pened, ’

Actually, one good purpose m‘
served by examining in retrospect

there were some weaknesses re- -

vealed. It's no secret that the -
United States hasn't been equipped
to carry on guerrilla warfare, ’
Alsp, it .is well known that Vice

President Nixon has been recora

mending right along that the Cen-§
tral Intelligence Agency confine it-
self  to information-gathering and
that it be relieved of any respon-

Ahove 1s a facsimile of a part of Nayjd. Lawrence’s. .column as
it appeared in The Times April 22. 1361, stating that Mr, Kennedy
was briefed during the presidential campaign on the training of
Cuban troops in the Unlted States for invasxon against Castro.

ministration for “not doing
_anything” _to get rid of Cas-
. fro. Mr. Nixon says that Mr.
- Kennedy knew all the time
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" that the Eisenhower adminis- . .
tration was fostering a plan of ejection of
Castr'oﬂ%y force at the hands of' Cuban reb.
&ls.’ Mr., Nixqn cquld not reveal this publicly

I the campaign and_Mr, Kennedy’s “con-

stant ham 2 .public that the
Elsgnhggg B gl Yias. doing. noth:
ing"ghout 0. ang.that Mr. Nixon was |
advocaiing hothing, Tleft the Republican

- candidate af a terrific disadvantage. _
. Sonfe political observers have said that
literally tens of thousands of votes all over
the rountry went to Mr. Kennedy because
of his at times daily denunciation of hoth
President Eisenhower and Vice .President.
Nizon about Castro, and Mr, Nixon's_fail-.
- ure to advocate overthrow of Castro_ by
force if necessary. L SR
- What makes the Kennedy contention so
astonishing is why, if it is true, it was not
brought forth in April, 1961, when the
© Cuba invasion flopped because of Presi.
dent Kennedy’s refusal to supply American
air cover for the invaders. Virtually every
. detail %gncegglg 1he planning of the int,
vasion irom fhe Eisenhower days to the
failure became public then—including in-
for
- fully on the training plans during the cam: |
paign. - T
In the adjoining column, we publish a
facsipile of David Lawrepce’s article in
The Times .on April 22, 1961 in which he
- states that Mr. Kennedy was briefed during
the campaign on the training of Cubans. At
and just before the time Mr. Lawrence.
wrote this column, an edjtor of The Times.
was In Washington. He received the same
information™directly or_indjrectly through
three authoritative sources, What be learned.
also wags published then in The Times.
Mr. Lawrence’s column as reproduced
here also was published during the week
of April 21, 1961, in the Washington Star-
and the New York Herald-Tribune as well
as in scores of daily newspapers all over
- the nation. Mr. Kennedy has stated that
Mr. Lawrence is a columnist he reads reg-
ularly. The Herald-Tribune also is part of
,{is daily reading.
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formation in Apri], 1961,

nation that Mr. Kennedy was briefed |

=

“topic.

Many of the Washington correspondents
for big daily newspapers around the nation, i
especially the big liberal papers of the Fast |
and Middle West, also printed this same in- |

So, if Mr. Kennedy was ngt briefed, why
on earth did he not say so at that time?. |

"Further, approximately three weeks ago, |
Mr. Nixon appeared as a guest on a night |
television show. ‘ This wag_ before publica-
tion of Six Crises, but Mr, Nixon discussed
the forthcoming book with the conductor
of the show. He made the same _sgatement
then that is.in the book—that he was at a
terrific disadvantage during the presiden- |
tial campaign on the Cuba issue because
Mr. Kennedy kne .of what was being done,

et constantly denounced Mr. Eisenhower -

and Mr., Nixon' for not doing anything;
while Nixon naturally could not reveal the
American training of Cubans for invasion. -
President Eisenhower_ states now that
he instructed Allen Diilles, then Director of
th ief Mr."Kennedy, Mr. Nixon,
Mr. Jo n and Mr. Lodge identically. Mr.

-Dulles now says he did not brief Mr. Ken-

nedy on plans for any “overt or covert
acl,” planned against Cuba. There is a mat-
teg,0f sémantic there—what did Mr. Dulles
%ﬂ L.pvert pr covert” act?

d s.did not i

) , id n. lude Cuba -
invasion plans in hig campaign briefing of
Mr. Kennedy, why.didut he—in view of Mr.
Eisenhower’s instructions? Mr. Duiles was
the top Inside mah 64 the Cuba plans, which

-were under CIA _For normal foreign af-

fairs, a State Department execytive would -
have been the Togiéal"Choﬁé“““fﬁf_vbpiefing
Candidate Kennedy—p, ' Jead. The

_very selecton of Mr. Dulles implies  that '

Cuba jnvasion was to be the top briefing

Whether he was or wasn’t briefed, in

view of all of the nationwide publication in !
April, 1961, that he was briefed, and in view -
of the recent television statements of Mr.
Nixon, why has Mr. Kennedy waited until
now to present a denial of something that ;
for nearly a year has been looked on as
established factual history? - /,
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